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The redevelopment project after
the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake

Jun Matsumura

1. Introduction

In this paper, [ am going to focus on the redevelopment project in the Kobe area after the Great
Hanshin Awaji Earthquake in 1995. In particular, I have focused on the projects near train stations.

These attempts have great impacts on the landscape of the city as well as the lives of the residents.
2. Impacts and features of redevelopment projects
The following five characteristics on construction designs can be observed in common.
. High rise apartment buildings
Relatively large-scale shopping malls

Creation of “open spaces” as evacuation spaces in case of disasters

Construction of linear arterial streets

O = W DN =

. Construction of wider sidewalks

We can see two trends behind the above redevelopment projects; disaster prevention and the
redevelopment of the local economy.

First, the idea of disaster prevention is clearly reflected in the projects. Due to the trauma of the
1995 earthquake, the idea of disaster prevention is implemented with the highest priority in the
projects. This tendency can also be observed in other cities in Japan. While many people are aware of
the fact that such prevention design is implemented in the city planning, it has rarely become an
issue. Over 6,000 people were lost in the Kobe earthquake and it is very plausible that lessons learned
from the disaster are reflected in the redevelopment project. On the other hand, when we take a look
at the finished projects in the Kobe area-reconstruction of the roads and sidewalks-we see less
populated spaces that are often unattractive. The question becomes whether or not we should accept
such landscapes for the sake of disaster prevention.

In the Hanshin Mikage area where | conducted interviews, there was opposition to the widening of
roads by the local residents. However, such voices could not override the idea that “we have no
choice when we consider the safety and security of the city against the risk of another earthquake.”

On the other hand, we can not test whether such design is actually effective or not until the next
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disaster occurs. While preparation is necessary to deal with future disasters, 1 personally feel
uncomfortable with the city planning and building based on the idea of safety and security. However,
[ also doubt that the idea of disaster prevention is being used by the local government as a convenient
slogan to encourage more redevelopment projects. In my view, the local government has had the idea
of controlling the risk of disaster before the earthquake and the earthquake merely provided an
opportunity to implement such ideas.

Second, the redevelopment of the local economy is another factor enhancing the project after 1995.
In most redevelopment projects of train station areas, high rise apartments are built due to the
residential demands in such convenient locations. In order to meet such demands and create more
residential spaces, the government deregulated the plot ratio. As a result, the high rise apartments
were constructed and dramatically changed the landscape of the local community. Shopping malls
were also built to attract more customers to the redeveloped areas. Such redevelopment projects are
also seen in other cities all over Japan.

As case studies, I have engaged in the fieldwork research on the redevelopment projects around

railway station areas in Kobe and neighboring areas. | have divided the areas into three catagories.

1. Residents did not come back to the neighborhood/area after the earthquake, and there are many
vacant tenants in the business and shopping areas.
2 . Residents returned to the neighborhood/area and it returned to its pre-earthquake condition.

3. Residents returned to the neighborhood/area and it became more attractive.

Most redevelopment projects seem to fit in category 2. However, there are some areas which have
not recovered economically from the earthquake. For example, the shopping street in Nagata-ward
that burned down during the earthquake was rebuilt as a shopping-mall. However, people have not

come back to this area yet and the business is rather slow.
3. A case study of the redevelopment project around Hanshin Mikage Station

As a case study for this presentation, | would like to focus on the redevelopment project in the area
around Hanshin Mikage Station. Mikage is located in Eastern Kobe towards Osaka along the Hanshin
Railway and developed economically after the Meiji Era. The shopping street is situated underneath
the elevated railway track. It was originally established as “Mikage Nakanishi Ichiba (market)” in 1920
and was transferred to its current location in 1935. It was renamed as “Mikage Shisuikan” in 1992.
There are about 60 tenants and it had been recognized as the “kitchen of Mikage” in the local
community. However, as other shopping streets in Japan, many shops have closed down in last ten
years due to the aging of owners and tenants, and those who remain are worried about their future.

The main redevelopment project is a complex consisting of a 47 storied apartment and shopping
mall in front of the station where Mikage Technical High-School used to be located. The shopping

mall has already opened for business and the apartment will be constructed by March 2010.
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3-1 Viewing the redevelopment project through the perspective of “Object and Background”

It is very clear that the redevelopment may create new environments as well as erase pre-existing
environments. It is very difficult to expect how those changes influence the ongoing environment of
the everyday lives of local people. Through the perspective of object and background, we can
consider the pre-existing environment as the “background” and the newly developed area as “object”.
While the object tends to emerge and become visible, the background tends to submerge and become
invisible.

In the case of the Hanshin Mikage area, the local government and community put their efforts into
not causing a sharp contrast on the border between the object and background. One attempt to do so
was the creation of an “open space” (ZFZ2#h) to the facility. Normally, business and commercial
areas are designed to maximize their floor space for business. However, in this case, they largely
reduced the floor spaces for business purposes, and provided a space for local people instead. It is
widely used by the people in the local community to sit and relax during their business and shopping,
and also used for other purposes. For example, it functions as a venue for the traditional “danjiri
matsuri (festival)” festival in this area. Furthermore, it also functions as a buffer zone and bridges two
disconnected area, the pre-existing area and newly redeveloped area. It must be noted that this space
was established by request from the local residence. The presence of a relatively strong local

community enabled them to successfully blend the local essence into the redevelopment project.

3-2 Coexistence of old and new commercial facilities

It is often critically mentioned that the creation of new shopping malls in the redevelopment
projects take away customers from the former shopping streets. However, the case of Hanshin Mikage
is slightly different. New stores are opening one after another underneath the elevated railway track
after the redevelopment project. Two new stores have already opened this year, and another four
stores targeting young people are planning to open after August. While the old shopping streets and
markets are facing difficulties all over Japan, Mikage Shisuikan regained its business from the
synergetic effect with newly built large shopping facility Mikage Classe cross the street.

How should we see and evaluate this fact? Conventional studies on the redevelopment project have
been critically focused on its negative effects. They generally depict the demise of local community
and business areas such as the shopping streets. However, in the case of the Hanshin Mikage
redevelopment project, shopping streets are being revitalized. The number of residents has increased
and the 47-storied apartment has been a factor in revitalizing the community. Still, it is certain that
issues will continue to arise as | continue my field work. It is likely that [ will observe people in local
community who share a sense of discomfort about urban design that emphasizes security at the cost

of familiarity.

3-3 Messy-ing the street and the lived-in feeling
Since I have just started my fieldwork research of the Hanshin Mikage area [ have yet to find clear

anti-redevelopment sentiment from the locals. However, an opinion expressed by one shop owner in a
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shopping street in Osaka where a redevelopment project was started due to a fire seems relevant.
Living and working in the refurbished shopping street, he said that he wants to “messy up the street”
(£ H%757) and wants to recover the lived-in feeling of the local community. Of course, messy-ing
the street does not mean making the area filthy or unclean. Rather, he wants to regain the color of the
community as opposed to the bland community landscape which emerged after the fire. There is a
term called “community landscape” (4:i%%%) in architecture that I am also studying. It refers to the
space that is decorated by the lives of the people in local community. Before the fire, production,
sales, and consumption were organically linked to the local people’s everyday lives, and that created
the community landscape. However, it was lost due to the redevelopment of the area, and many
former residents left the place. It takes time to regain the community landscape. It is not easy to
engender a sense of attachment to the community since the architecture and design of redevelopment
projects usually do not provide a free space for local people to share. It is usually business oriented
and there is not much space for noneconomic activities. It is often mentioned that the Japanese
landscape is “motley-looking” and “dirty”. Loud and huge advertising displays and signs, telephone
wires blocking the sky, a forest of telephone poles, advertising stickers on the walls, and so on
decorate the landscape of many cities in Japan. Reaction to such a landscape is what has most likely
led to the motley-looking and dirty elements to be excluded under the current redevelopment projects
in the last decade. As a result, the newly created spaces are clean, but it is also difficult to feel an
attachment to such landscapes, as the owner in the shopping street in Osaka expressed. In other
words, the signs and stickers were the traces of people’s lives in the local community. Meanwhile,
there are regulations on stickers and signs on the street in the redevelopment area. One wonders
whether or not these areas will eventually absorb local color.

On a positive note, we can observe that local business owners and residents are engendering a lived
-in feeling in neighboring areas near Hanshin Mikage where redevelopment occurred sometime ago.
For example, during the holiday season the buildings are decorated with illumination by the local. As
time goes by, the newly created landscape will feel familiar to local people. Meanwhile, we can also
observe that some of the new projects and their architectures tightly control and regulate visitors. The
market price of the real estate is considered as more important than how the local residents feel about
the local community. In that sense, the place should be clean to maintain its market value rather than
having a messy, lived-in feeling.

It is ironic that ideas and approaches gained in reaction to the experience of the earthquake caused
unintended results such as the loss of people’s attachment to the local community. For my master’s
thesis, through engaging in more intensive fieldwork research and interviews of the people in Hanshin
Mikage area, | would like to see how people are struggling between adjusting and resisting to the new

environment.
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The Identity of Latino Immigrants
in the Context of Japanese Society

Hideki Inazu

Introduction

Slide 1

Today, I am going to talk about the situation of Japanese descendants who come to Japan as
immigrants and their identity in Japan. They are called Nikkeijin in Japanese. When they started to
come back to Japan since the 1980s, the way of watching them was based on the obvious ethnic
connection between Japanese descendants and host Japanese. Ethnicity was the most legitimate
reason for the Japanese government to accept them.

However, the view of Nikkei from Japanese society has gradually changed over time. The view of
ethnicity has changed and now immigrants and Japanese are divided into different ethnic groups-
Japanese and Latinos (such as Brazilians and Peruvians). They are differentiated as “others” and
looked upon as criminals. Moreover, this demonization means that Japanese-ness is defined not only
by blood or ethnicity but also whether or not they have committed crimes. This differentiation process
from Japanese descendants to different ethnic groups and potential criminals occurs to us an

important question in thinking of the relationships between Japanese and immigrants.

Slide 2

In this presentation, I will highlight the change in how Japanese society has viewed Nikkei
immigrants first as Japanese descendants, then later as Latino foreigners. First, 1 will give some
background information about the inflow of Japanese descendants from Latin America to Japan. And
then, I am going to explain what happened to their identities divided into 3 stages through the

resident process in Japan.
Brief background of the inflow of Japanese descendants from Latin America to Japan

Slide 3
First, | will briefly tell the history of the inflow of Japanese descendants and their societal position in

Japan.

Slide 4

Please look at this graph. This shows the total number of foreign residents in Japan. The number has
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increased from the effects of globalization, especially since 1990s. As you can see the number of
foreign residents is over 2 million now. In 2007, about 2% of people in Japan are from foreign

countries.

Slide 5

And this graph shows the number of registered foreign residents by the country of origin after 1950.
According to this graph, we can see that the number of Koreans has declined gradually and the
number of people from other countries like China, Brazil, Philippine and Peru has increased since

1990s. The immigrants from Brazil and Peru consist largely of Japanese descendants and their families.

Slide 6
Japanese descendants and their families are called “Nikkeijin”. According to Yamashiro, Nikkeijin
are “Japanese emigrants and their descendants, or persons of Japanese ancestry, although this usually

does not include Japanese nationals in Japan”.

Slide 7

Since the end of the 1980s, the Japanese government has become active in accepting Japanese
descendants mainly from South American countries such as Peru and Brazil. At the time, South
American countries were suffering from economic depression and political unrest, while Japan was in
the middle of a bubble economy and faced a shortage of unskilled labor in the secondary industries.
Moreover, the Japanese government was concerned about illegal workers from other Asian countries.
Therefore, since 1990 they changed the visa system to accept Nikkei immigrants from South America
in an effort to reduce the number of illegal workers from other countries. A system of accepting

dekasegi or migrant labor from South America was formed.

Scrutiny from Japanese Society and Immigrant Identities

Slide 8
From now, | will focus on how Japanese society views and shapes the identities of Japanese

descendants and their family members.

Slide 9

According to some earlier studies, even before returning to Japan, Latino’s of Japanese descent have
constructed their ethnic identity as “Japanese” in Latin America in order to strengthen their ethnic
bonds. In immigration policy the Japanese government emphasized being “Japanese” with action such

as revising Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act in 1990.

Slide 10

Under the new law, “Nikkeijin” (up to three generations) and their families were able to be
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accepted as residents and this allowed them to move and work without restrictions. Status as Nikkeijin
was proven through koseki Japanese family registries created in the Meiji era. Nikkei immigrants
qualified as residents if they were children of children born as Japanese or grand children of people

born as Japanese who have registered koseki in Japan as Japanese nationals.

Slide 11
This definition of Nikkei is based on ethnicity and divided people into “True (verdadero)” Nikkei
who have verified their status using koseki or “False” Nikkei (chicha) who have bought their

verification from others. Some episodes about this distinction are written in my paper.

Slide 12

However, whether or not they are true or false Nikkeijin, Japanese society has gradually viewed all
immigrants from South America as ethnically different from Japanese. This is despite the fact Japanese
society requires them to prove their Japanese-ness through koseki verification. The concept of the
immigrants’ true “home” has also changed from Japan to the countries where they were born (Brazil
or Peru). Nikkei themselves often ask “when will I be going home?” On the other hand, they also see
themselves as long term residents of Japan, not only sending money to their home countries but also

buying real estate in Japan.

Slide 13

For those who choose to stay in Japan, how they are viewed by Japanese society increasingly
becomes bigger issue. The ongoing differentiation between Japanese and Nikkei continues as the
immigrants are treated as “gaikokujin” (outsiders) and demonized. This demonization often occurs in
the form of viewing immigrants as criminals. Let’s look at the case of the 2005 murder of a girl in

Hiroshima by a Peruvian national.
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(source) Asahi Newspaper 30™, 11, 2005 (source) Mainichi Newspaper 30", 11, 2005

Slide 14 Left: “Nikkei Peruvian was arrested” Right: “A Peruvian was arrested”
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Slide 14

At first, when the criminal was arrested, some of the Japanese media did not distinguish between
Japanese Peruvian and Peruvian. On the left the Asahi Newspaper reported the crime as being
perpetrated by a Nikkei Peruvian. On the other hand, the Mainichi Newspaper reported it as a crime

by a Peruvian national.
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(source) Yomiuri News Paper 3011, 2005

Slide 15 Left: “A strange man watching children: a Peruvian was arrested”
Right: “The number of crimes by resident foreigners is increasing”

Slide 15
As reporting continued, the crime was reported as being committed by a foreigner of Peruvian

nationality with a criminal record by foreigners in Japan, who had been seen watching children.

Slide 16
Moreover, the media reported what he said to the police “I was possessed by the devil”. The media

seemed to be taking advantage of the sensational nature of the suspects’ comments.

Slide 17

When Nikkei immigrants commit crimes, it seems that the foreign aspect of the identity is
emphasized. This graph shows the relationship between the number of crimes reported in the Asahi
Newspaper and the usage of Nikkei. As you can see, the word Nikkei is used less than their
nationality. In other words, crime committed by Nikkei immigrants is reported as being committed by

foreign nations rather than by people of Japanese descent.
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Slide 18

“International Press” is one of the biggest media outlets for Latino immigrants in Japan. After the
suspect, Torres Yagi was arrested; the editors expressed their concerns on the front page of the paper.
The headline was “Peruvians fear the harmful influence of Torres Yagi”. And they said, “Peruvians
living in Hiroshima and Latin Americans in general are spending anxious days and suffer from
prejudiced and hostile interactions with Japanese. After experiencing unfavorable media coverage and
scrutiny from the police many Latino/Peruvians are attempting to define their own identity and are

writing about being scrutinized by Japanese society.

la ley

La comunidad condena el crimen y exige contra el culpable todo el peso de .
Estu por, temor Yy
— I———
El crimen que ocurrié : — g [Somconomon
en el barrio de Yano Nishi, ” — S T
en Akiku, suburbio de » o Z

Hiroshima, causé un
sentimiento unanime en
la comunidad latina local.
Todos sienten vergiicnza | &5

porque un extranjero fue
¢l autor de tan brugal
crimen y rabia porque s
ha denigrado la imagen
del latino.

por qué sentirs

Antonio Arakaki, Tochigi
Mientras que tratamos de dar una mt
asos ensombr

Natasha Goto/Colaboradora
HIROSHIMA

expreséesteseriord
6 el diablo. En mi pais sabe
Ioque hacemos, anosotr

ion jo zque
que el rostro de un sospechoso sea
mmna-  totan libremente. resaltando que es ex

(source) International Press 10™, 12, 2005, A4

Slide 19 Anxiety felt from Japanese mass media coverage
Slide 19
In this picture you can see the house where the suspect lived (Here, I show the picture of Yomiuri
Newspaper, 30t 11, 2005). This is reported by Japanese media. However, the same house in another
picture (below), you can also see a gathering of the Japanese media broadcasters. This report shot by

International Press shows the intense scrutiny by the Japanese media.

Slide 20

In addition to the media discourse, a month after the suspect was arrested, the Japanese Ministry of
Justice decided to revise the visa requirements for resident status. The new conditions for resident
status were changed to children of children born as Japanese, who are of high moral standing or
grand children of people born as Japanese who are of high moral standing and are registered as
Japanese nationals. Since then, Japanese descendants have been limited to people who have no
criminal history. The definition of being Japanese was changed to include not only ethnicity but also

moral character.
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Slide 21

The younger generation of Nikkei immigrants often struggle with the issue of demonization as
foreigners and purification as Japanese. At last, we will focus on a hip hop group and a song by them.
The group Tensais MCs consists of young Nikkei Brazilian and Japanese. The title of the song is “faca a

coisa certa” , do the right thing in English. Here are the lyrics in English.

Slide 22

SO
EES

Conclusion

Slide 23

In this presentation [ will focus on the changes in the identity of Japanese descendants or Latino
immigrants in the context of Japanese society. As a result, | indicated three stages of the construction
of their identities. First is their identity as Japanese descendents. Second is their identity as a different
ethnic group. Third is their identity as both demonized aliens and pure Japanese descendants.

Under a flow of immigrants from outside of Japan, the idea of multiculturalism and integrating
immigrants to Japanese society has been introduced and spread in the first decade of this century.
However, we often observe that particular ethnic groups are represented in the media as a factor in
the increase of crimes, and thus often become the target of scrutiny by the government. The
immigrants have been constructed their own identities throughout this process.

In order to delineate the effects and problems caused by excessive surveillance targeting particular
ethnic groups, this study takes an example of Nikkei immigrants. There is a need to criticize how
Japanese society identifies immigrants based on Japanese-ness and to understand the issue from what

immigrants say about their everyday lives and their practices.
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The System of Conserving Resources
in Japanese Lobster Fishing

Chigusa Nakagawa

1. Background

Using the idea of the “drama of the commons” this research analyzes the local system and common
rules of Japanese lobster fishing based on the theories and findings of environmental sociology and
folklore. The phrase drama of the commons comes from Elinor Ostrom, a leading researcher of the
commons theory. In 1968, Garrett Hardin, a biologist, wrote a paper entitled “The Tragedy of the
Commons”. In his paper, Hardin insisted on the necessity of a macro environmental perspective that
questions excessive individual rights and freedom. He alerted that if we continue to act with the
assumption of the rational individual under a commons system, the environment would be destroyed.
On the other hand, Ostrom insisted on the possibility of the “drama” of the commons. Drama means
that the commons sometimes causes “tragic” destruction but can sometimes create an opposite
“comedic” sustainability. I will make this presentation based on Ostrom’s theoretical framework.

In my research, I am focusing on the everyday lives of people living in Japanese regional society.
Japanese society has undergone significant changes in the last decade or two. The side-effects of these
changes particularly become more obvious among the relatively vulnerable people and areas that are
marginalized by the greater society. | have engaged in fieldwork research since 2002 in a small coastal
village in Mie prefecture. Mie is located in the Kansai area, and is two hours by train and one hour by
car from Osaka. Through a case study of this small coastal village in Mie, | would like to focus on the
mechanisms of local knowledge for the conservation of natural resources, maintenance of human

relationships, management of self-governance, and so forth.

2. Purpose of research

Unlike other laws in Japan, the Japanese fishing law has developed heavily based on the local rules
and traditions since the Meiji restoration. The purpose of this research is to reconsider current
perspectives on the environmental conservation system in Japanese rural societies through people’s
everyday activities. In particular, I have focused on a coastal fishing law for lobster fishing and how
the common rules it is based on affect the greater issues of resource sustainability, an aging society,

and population decline.
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3. Research subject-Japanese coastal fishing law and Kumano-nada coastal area

At first, I would like to introduce an outline of Japanese coastal fishing law. The most fundamental
law, the Fisheries Cooperative Code was established in 1886. This law aims to maintain autonomous
orderly fishing and to sustain the resources. It may seem that this law simply integrates local fisheries
into the nation state; however, from another aspect, this law also functioned as a device to continue
to apply old common rules and traditions by setting up fisheries cooperatives (FC) in each region to
manage their fishing and make full use of traditional common rules.

In the last ten years, many local FCs were merged for financial reasons and the number of FCs is
decreasing. In the Kumano-nada area, 16 FCs were incorporated into a mega FC in 2000. Now, the
number of members is over 3000. The media reported that this incorporation created the biggest FC,
Kumano-nada FC, in Japan at that time. Moreover, 17 FCs including Kumano-nada FC agreed to merge
in 2009. The reason is most FCs has faced financial difficulties. After the merger, they have tried to
overcome the financial crisis by cutting the number of employees and closing small markets. Small
markets and refrigerators in each fishing port had been regarded as symbols of the fishing villages by
the local community. However, these symbols are gradually disappearing from the port today due to
the merger.

Although small markets and refrigerators have disappeared after the merger, FC branch offices still
remain in each community. In the end, selfmanagement of the fisheries in each community has
continued and each FC branch and the fishermen are able to engage in fishing based on their own

long-lasting local rules.

4. A Case study of lobster fishing in Okaura village

Lobster fishing is conducted through gill nets in rocky areas. 20 fishermen have lobster fishing rights
in Okaura village. In Okaura village, the majority of fishermen are engaged in lobster fishing. Now, [

would like to focus on the very precise local rules concerning time and space for lobster fishing.

4-1. Local rules concerning time

In Mie prefecture the open season of lobster fishing is from the 15t of October to the end of March.
However, this regulation differs from one community to another, and it is decided by local rules of the
neighboring fishing communities. For example, the open season for Okaura village is limited and starts
in December since the fishing bank is shared with other neighboring communities and their fishermen.

Furthermore, there is a local regulation on when fishermen can lay their nets to capture lobsters.
When a leader of the local lobster fishing guild waves a red flag on 2 pm, the fishermen leave the
harbor, and sail to the fishing area. They lay nets and draw them up the next morning. The reason

why such a local regulation still exists is related to the rules concerning space.
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Figure 1 the fishermen

4-2. Local rules concerning space
There are two types of fishing grounds in OKAURA village. One is “HONBA” (figure 2), and the
other is “HIROIBA”.

HONBA

There are eight HONBA in Okaura village. On each day, the fishermen can only pick one Honba
site at which to lay their nets. Usually, there is more than one fishing boat engaging in fishing in each
Honba. The location and time are decided by drawing lots. First, groups called “NAKAMA” who share
the same Honba are decided by drawing lots. Secondly, each group draws lots to pick a first Honba to
start with. However, after you pick your first location, it rotates automatically. For example, if a group
lays nets on site 1, they will automatically move their fishing location to site 2 on the next day. During
1980’s, there were 5 or 6 boats in each group, but there are only two boats at most today. There is
also a rule for a place to lay a net within the same group. For example, if boat A lays net on the right-
side, B lays in the center, and C lays on the left-side on the first day. On the second day, A is in the
center, B is on the leftside and C is on the rightside. These local regulations engender a sense of

equality among the fishermen.

HIROIBA

Any members of the lobster fishing guild can lay their nets freely in the Hiroiba, and it is basically a
first-come-first-served system. However, the fishing in the Hiroiba is not very stable and there is more
risk. Fishing in the area depends on the skills of the fisherman. The HIROIBA is challenging, but a
skilled fisherman may be able to make a fine haul and this sometimes drives fishermen to gamble on
the HIROIBA.
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Figure 2 “HONBA?” that is the one of the fishing grounds in Okaura village

5. Analysis

These rules seem to have the following three functions. First, is to create and maintain the sense of
equality among fishermen. They organize a fishing group and the order of choosing an area by lots.
These rules keep fishermen from monopolizing a particular area.

Second, it engenders a sense of cooperation among fishermen. The members of groups change
every year. Sometimes fishermen from the same company will be in the same group, but often
fishermen have to work with those from other companies. This means they must establish partnerships
with others. This system provides opportunities for young fishermen to develop knowledge and skills
through sharing with other members. The local fishermen whom I interviewed see cooperation as

follows:

“We have to work together. Through the work, we must communicate face to face. There are negative

aspects of any partner. However, it is also an opportunity to find out our partner’s good aspects.”

“We give advice to a partner when he or she is in trouble.”

“ feel that I should advise or help my partners when he or she is in trouble with something other than

fishing.”

Third, it promotes competition among groups. Each fisherman has his or her own skills and
knowledge that should be kept as secret to some extent. This is not easy but they also seem to enjoy

these challenging situations and relationships. The competitive spirit is more important than equality
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or cooperation for fishermen in order to continue fishing in a tough environment. Local fishermen told

me about this as follows.
“By reviewing what was learned from my father, I developed a new idea”
“When I set up my net, | make sure a fisherman is not next to our boat to steal my skills.”

“A large catch is not always good for fishermen. It is sometimes criticized as a practice that is ad hoc
or selfish by other fishermen. Some people will say that we fishermen live day by day and are not
concerned about the future. But, this is not true at all. Resource depletion and low catch due to over-

fishing would immediately trouble us.”

Therefore, the good fisherman should not only have large catches but also able to continue stable
catches every year. To be a fine fisherman, he or she must have the foresight to conserve resources in

the long term.

6 . Conclusion and challenge

In this presentation I have pointed out that rules for communal management in the lobster fishing
areas as commons is not only for conserving resources but also to promote relationships within the
village and to provide motivation for fishing. Therefore, the issues over commons are not limited to
within it but also relate to other issues of that society. We can understand the local relationships
within the community and between the fishermen through clarifying the rules of the lobster fisheries.

My current research interest is the future of Japanese FC law and the FCs that developed based on
the common law of local fishery communities. While the creation of mega-FCs is currently undergoing,
I must carefully pay attention to the management of the commons. At the same time, I must also think

about the commons in relation to other issues in marginal areas such as aging and population decline.
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Video Expression Practice by Internet Users in Japan

Kaname Tanimura

Outline:

1. Purpose of this Study

2 . Background: Technological Innovation on the Internet
3. What is “Hare Hare Yukai” Dance?

4 . The Process of Offline Gathering for Dance

5. Discussion

1. Purpose of this Study

Since the mid—2000s, Web2.0 technology has given internet users more options for media
expression. As a case study, | have chosen the offline gatherings of the “Hare Hare Yukai” dancers.
The purpose of this presentation is to consider the structures that are created through the interaction

between “real-space” and “cyber-space”.
2. Background: Technological Innovations on the Internet

In the first half of the 2000s, Japanese Internet adoption increased dramatically. According to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications survey data, Internet adoption in Japan rose from
37.1% of the population in 2000 to 70.8% in 2005!. Around the same time, Web2.0 technologies
were developed.

The technical innovations are symbolized by two kinds of online services. One of the services is
video sharing websites. According to a Netratings Japan survey, the number of users of YouTube in
Japan exceeded 19 million in March 20092. The spread of video sharing websites gives Internet users
opportunities to create rich content such as movies and music.

The other service is social networking service (SNS) websites. Electronic bulletin boards and SNS
have led the proliferation of such Internet-based social networks. Internet users in Japan frequently

hold “Ofukai® (Offline meeting, & 74%)” by these services. The SNS website “mixi” is the most

1 http://www.soumu.go.jp/johotsusintokei/statistics/statistics05b 1.html
2 http://csp.netratings.co.jp/nnr/PDF/Newsrelease(04232009_J.pdf
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popular SNS in Japan. The number of users is over 25 million?. One of this website’s features is that
membership is invitation-only. It is not possible to join if there is no invitation from a current member.
In this respect, it is different from My Space and Facebook. A relationship in real-space is needed to

participate in communities on “mixi”.

3. What is “Hare Hare Yukai” Dance?

In Japan these technological innovations have brought about specific Internet sub-cultures. One is
offline gathering for dancing. Especially, the popular dance in 2006 is “Hare Hare Yukai” Dance
(“Haruhi Dance”).

“Hare Hare Yukai” is the ending theme song of the 2006 television anime “The Melancholy of
Haruhi Suzumiya® (/ML e OE#, Suzumiya Haruhi no Yautsu). “Melancholy” has been
immensely popular among Japanese anime fans. This popularity has spread to overseas anime fans.
According to a Japanese newspaper®, overseas sales of the anime’s DVD are higher than that of Japan.

In the ending credits, the characters perform a dance accompanying the ending theme song.

Since the broadcasting of this anime, many fan-made videos imitating the animated choreography
have been uploaded to video sharing websites. Many performers gather in realspace after
communication on electronic bulletin boards or SNSs.

Let’s follow the process of these offline gatherings for dancing to find out how this phenomenon has

occurred.

4 . The Process of Offline Gathering for Dance

4.1 The notification of offline gatherings

First, an announcement for an offline gathering is posted to electronic bulletin boards or SNSs by
the organizer. Picture. 1 and Picture. 2 show the announcement of an offline gathering that was held
on May 20, 2006. The announcement on the left was for 2channel (2 % % A 425, ni channeru) and
the one on the right was to mixi.

Internet users who want to participate in the offline gathering post messages to the bulletin board.

4.2 Practice and make videos
Next, they gather in real-space in places such as a park or the street. In many cases, they practice

dancing first, and make the video afterwards. When the participants meet for practice, they exchange

3 Galbraith (2009) described “Ofukai” as follows. “Offline Meeting. Meeting people you normally deal with
online in an offline, face-to-face context. Among OTAKU, this usually occurs in groups at events.” In this
report, offline gathering is the same in meaning as “Ofukai”.

4 The count is available at “mixi counter” (mixi % 7 >~ ¥ — http://s.hamachiya.com/mc/).

5 [, —F 22— 7FEMEH Bl - 7 = 2 iEFUIC581E ] (Kadokawa, actively utilizing YouTube) ([ H#%
PESEFH] (Nikkei Industrial Journal ), 28 Jan. 2008)

KG/GP #&¥#i¥ %35 [June 2010]
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Figure 3 The process of offline gathering for dance

their online user names and deepen relations. This is one of the attractions of offline gathering for

dance. Many of the participants want to meet peers with the same interests.

4.3 The continuance of relationships in cyber-space

After making the video, the offline gathering is dispersed. However, their relationships continue
online. Participants discuss their memories and experiences of the offline gathering on electronic
bulletin boards or SNSs.

Moreover, they post their dance video to the video sharing websites.

Through the posted dance video, other Internet users learn about the offline gatherings for dance.
They also learn the dance from watching the video. Anime fans outside of Japan learn about and
participate in the dance. A recent search on YouTube in Japanese and English brought up over

10, 000 Hare Hare Yukai dance related postings.
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4.4 The interaction between “real-space” and “cyber-space”

Offline gathering for dance progresses through the following processes.

First, an announcement for the offline gathering is posted on cyber-space. Next, participants practice
the dance and make a dance video in realspace. The relationships created during the offline
gathering are continued in cyber-space.

Uploading videos on video sharing websites spreads the dance beyond the sub-community.
Participants maintain relations with each other through online communications. In this regard, the
uploaded content helps to continue communications. The continuance of online communication
leads to the next gathering and also attracts new participants to the gathering. Offline gatherings for

dance cross cyber-and real-space.

5. Discussion

From the case, we can observe the following features. User-generated content such as dance videos
can be introduced to a wider audience through video sharing websites. Visual media can convey
information across language barriers; leading to the expansion of online communities of interest that
transcend geographical and national barriers.

User-generated content can also strengthen the bonds between members of online communities.
Online communication encourages community members to create user-generated content.

This paper focused on the activity of Internet users based on knowledge acquired from participant
observation. However, the social influences and effects of such activities are not thoroughly discussed.
[ plan to study these influences and effects in future studies.

Japanese pop culture, including the “Haruhi Dance”, is often discussed in terms of Japan’s
increasing soft power; however, it is more interesting to focus on the spread of offline gatherings for

dance as everyday activities by anime fans. (e.g. participant observation)
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